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SYSTEM OBJECTIVES

ADVANCE \d61.
Purpose

The purpose of BERDS is to promote, co-ordinate, design and implement the compilation, linking, standardisation, digitisation and dissemination of Belize’s biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data, within an appropriate framework of due acknowledgement of data ownership, privacy of sensitive data and promotion of responsible data usage practices by all parties involved. BERDS will work in close co-operation with established programmes and organisations that compile, maintain and use biological information resources. The Participants, working through BERDS, will establish and support an information system that will enable users to access and utilise considerable quantities of existing and new primary data and metadata. 

2.
Goals of BERDS

It is the intention of the Participants that BERDS:

(a) be shared and distributed, while encouraging co-operation and coherence;

(b) be national in scale, though accessible regionally and internationally;

(c) be accessible by individuals anywhere in the world, offering potential benefits to all;

(d) promote standards and software tools designed to facilitate data interoperability; 

(e) serve to disseminate technological capacity by drawing on and making widely available scientific and technical information; and 

(f) make biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data universally available, while fully acknowledging the contribution made by those gathering and furnishing these data.

3.
Involvement of the Participants

Each Participant should seek to:

(a) participate actively in the formulation and implementation of BERDS; 

(b) promote the sharing of biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data in BERDS under a common set of standards; 

(c) as appropriate, make other investments in data information infrastructure in support of BERDS; and

(d) contribute to training and capacity development for promoting national access to biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data.

4.

Scope of Activity

Through their participation in BERDS, the Participants may carry out some or all of the following activities:

(a) Improving the accessibility, completeness and interoperability of biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data and databases, including:

(i)
Contributing data and technical resources, within an Intellectual Property    Rights framework (described below);

(ii)
    Providing access to new and existing databases;

(b) Developing a digital library of biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data;

(c) Developing partnerships with other relevant organisations and projects;

(d) Improving high-speed networking and computation infrastructures;

(e) Training researchers, data managers and technicians;

(f) Implementing specific programs to enhance the bioinformatics capacity and technical skills base of Belize; and

(g) Helping to co-ordinate and harmonise the bioinformatics programs of the Participants.

5. 
Co-operation and Co-ordination

The Participants intend to encourage co-operation amongst themselves in the implementation of BERDS and in the development of joint work programmes in areas of mutual interest with BERDS and other appropriate bodies to avoid duplication and to benefit from existing resources and expertise.
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Guiding Principles Regarding Intellectual Property Rights

1. Applicable Law

Nothing in this document should be read to alter the scope and application of Intellectual Property Rights and benefit sharing agreements as determined under relevant laws, regulations and international agreements of the Participants.

2. Access to Data

To the greatest extent possible, BERDS is foreseen as an open-access facility.  All users, whether BERDS Participants or others, ought to have equal access to data in databases affiliated with or developed by BERDS.

3. Intellectual Property Rights to Biodiversity Data

BERDS encourages the free dissemination of primary data and metadata and, in particular:

(a) does not assert any Intellectual Property Rights to the data or databases that are developed by other organisations and that subsequently become affiliated to BERDS;

(b) seeks, to the greatest extent possible, to place in the public domain any data commissioned, created or developed by BERDS; and

(c) respects conditions set by Participants that affiliate their data or databases to BERDS.

When establishing affiliations or linkages with other databases, BERDS seeks to ensure that the data so made available will, in effect, be in the public domain, and will not be subject to limitations on its further non-commercial use and dissemination, apart from due attribution of ownership.

4. Attribution

BERDS seeks to ensure that the source of data is acknowledged and requests that such attribution be maintained in any subsequent use of the data.

5. Access to Specific Data

Nothing in this document should be read to restrict the rights of owners of databases affiliated with BERDS to block access to any data.

6. Validity of Data

It is be a condition of access to and use of BERDS that users acknowledge that the validity of the data in any databases affiliated with BERDS cannot be assured. BERDS disclaims any  responsibility for the accuracy and reliability of the data as well for the suitability of its applications for any particular purpose.

7. Legitimacy of Data Collection

Where the collection of new data has entailed access to biodiversity, environmental and natural resources data, BERDS asks reasonable assurances from the data holder that such access was consistent with applicable laws, regulations and any relevant requirements for prior informed consent.  BERDS does not allow users to post data that is not within their legal ownership and if doing so, must have documented proof of said permission to do so by the data owners.

8. Intellectual Property Rights to Biodiversity Tools

BERDS may claim appropriate Intellectual Property Rights available within applicable national jurisdiction over any tools, such as search engines or other software products, that are developed by BERDS while carrying out the BERDS Work Programme.

